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Activity 1: Listening and Speaking  

Talk about honesty 

In this unit we discuss the topic of honesty. Nowadays we hear about so much corruption 
taking place in different parts of South Africa. This affects so many people and prevents 
our nation from going forward. What happened to the old virtue of honesty? Imagine if we 
had newspaper headlines like this every day: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Talk about the following: 
a) How would you define honesty? 
b) What role does honesty play in relationships and life success? 
c) What do you think happened in each of these headlines? Create a 

quick, oral story for each one. 
d) Explain the meaning of these words: integrity; corruption; reputation 
e) Can you name any South African leaders who have shown that they 

are people of integrity? 
f) Mention an inspiring incident where you noticed there was honesty. 
g) What are the consequences of not being honest? 

  

CRIME STATISTICS HIT A RECORD LOW 
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Activity 2: Reading and Viewing  

The woodcutter and his axe 
 

 

 

 

Before you read 
Look at the title and the pictures below and predict what 
you think the story is about. 

 

Read 

Read aloud on your own.  
 

A woodcutter had been working  hard all 
day, cutting down trees in the forest to 
sell for firewood. It was nearly sunset, 
but he wanted to cut down one last tree 
before going home for the night. He 
came across a big tree that grew beside 
a deep river, and he set to work. He was 
so tired, that after a few strokes, his axe 
slipped out of his hands and fell with a 
splash into the deep black water. 
“Oh no! How could I be so careless!” the 
woodcutter cried. “I’ll never see my axe 
again!” He stood looking into the water, 
feeling very sad. 

 

A mermaid happened to be swimming in 
the river, and she heard the woodcutter’s 
cries. She swam to where he stood and 
asked him what was wrong. 

“I’ve lost my only axe in the water,” the 
woodcutter groaned. “I can’t afford to 
buy another, and now my children will go 
hungry. What can I do?” 
“Wait here,” the mermaid replied, and she 
dived to the bottom of the river. When she 
came back to the surface, she held in her 

hand an axe made of pure gold. “Is this the axe you lost?” the mermaid asked the 
woodcutter. 
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“No, that one isn’t mine,” the honest man answered. 
The mermaid dived again to the bottom of the river and came up with a shining 
silver axe. “Then this one must be yours,” she said. 
“No, that one’s not mine, either,” sighed the woodcutter. “Mine was just a plain, 
iron axe with a wooden handle.” 
For the third time the mermaid dived to the bottom of the river, and this time she 
came up with an old, worn iron axe. 
“That’s the one!” cried the 
woodcutter joyfully. “How can I 
ever thank you?” 
“My friend,” said the mermaid, 
“your honesty deserves a 
reward. Take all three axes 
home with you, and your 
children will never go hungry 
again.” 
When the delighted 
woodcutter reached home, he 
told his family what had 
happened. 
Now, the woodcutter had a 
brother who, when he heard 
the 
story, said to himself, “Why should my brother have better luck than me? 
Tomorrow I’ll try the same trick, and I’ll come home wealthy too!” 
The next day the woodcutter’s brother went to the same pool and he threw his axe 
into the water. Immediately he began weeping and wailing, calling on the mermaid 
to help him. The mermaid appeared and, diving to the bottom of the river, brought 
up a golden axe. “Is this the one you lost?” she asked. 
“That’s the one!” the woodcutter’s brother cried. 
But the mermaid let the golden axe fall back beneath the water. 
“For your dishonesty,” she said, “you’ll have no axe at all.” And then she vanished, 
leaving the woodcutter’s brother poorer than ever. 

 
Adapted from the public domain story The mermaid and the 
woodcutter: https://goo.gl/xNYs6e 

 
After reading 

A. Write these answers in your workbook. 

1. Who are the different characters in the story and what are the different settings? 

2. What is the main problem in the story, and is there a solution to the problem? 

3. Explain the sequence of events clearly. Use the recount method to do this 
e.g. First; Then; Next: After that; Later; Finally. 

https://goo.gl/xNYs6e
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4. Can you identify with any part of the story? 

5. Can you see any cause and effect in this story? 

6. How do you think the story would have ended if the woodcutter had taken 
the silver or gold axe to start with? 

7. Do you think this story teaches us something about honesty? Explain. 

 
B. Work on your own. Answer these questions in full sentences. 

1. How do you know that the woodcutter was a hard worker? 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
2. Why did the woodcutter’s axe fall into the river? 

______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 
3. Why did the mermaid show him a gold and a silver axe first? 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
4. How was the woodcutter regarded for being honest? 

___________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
5. Why did the woodcutter’s brother stay poor? 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
6. What does this story teach us about honesty? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
7. Find five new words in the story. Look them up in your dictionary and 

write a sentence about each one to show that you know its meaning. 

___________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
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Reading and viewing: Create a structured book report 

In independent reading, choose a story book that you would like to read. After 
you have finished reading create a book review table like the one below in your 
workbook. Fill it in with information from the story book you read and tell your 
partner about it. 

 

Title of book Author 

Main character Other character 

A very short summary Something I liked 

Something I didn’t like One reason why my friends will enjoy 
this book. 

 

 

 

 

Activity 3: Writing and Presenting  

Write diary entries 
Before writing 

Read the following diary entries written by the woodcutter 
 

Wednesday 17th January 1916 

This morning I was very tired because 
I had wor  ed hard all day yesterday.  I 
wanted to cut as much wood as possible 
so that I could sell it and feed my dear 
family. My axe fell  into  the  water.  I 
cried. I could never afford another axe.  
A mermaid heard me and offered me   
a silver and a gold axe, but I said no, 
neither of those were the axe I had lost. 
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She then gave me all three axes and 
promised me wealth because she said I 
was honest. 

Thursday 18th January 1916 

My brother did something dishonest. I feel so sorry for him. He heard my story      and 
decided to tric  the mermaid. He threw  his  axe  into  the  water  and  then said the 
gold one was his. The mermaid said he was  dishonest  and  she  swam away. He 
now has no axe. I might need to buy him another one. I hope he has 
learned his lesson. 

Adapted from the public domain story The mermaid and the woodcutter: 
https://goo.gl/xNYs6e 

 
Write your own diary entries 

Write two different entries about something that happened in your life that you 
remember clearly. 
• Write the day or the date at the top of the entry. 
• Write in the first person (I, me, my or mine). 
• Use connecting words such as because, so that, and, but, and words like that, in 

your sentences. Remember to check your grammar, spelling and punctuation. 
Make sure that there are spaces between your paragraphs. 

 
After writing 

When you have finished your first draft let your partner read it and correct your work. Then 
write your final neat copy. 
 
  

https://goo.gl/xNYs6e
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Activity 4: Language Structures and conventions  

Spelling, Proper nouns and Synonyms 
Language structures: Spelling rule 

 

 

 

 

 

Our spelling rule says, “Add –s to most words to form the plural. 
For example, boy/boys. 
 
 

• Learn to spell the words listed below. 
• Turn them into plural words by following the spelling rule above. 
• Make a sentence with each word. 
• Look in the dictionary if you do not know the meaning of a word. Write new 

words into your personal dictionary. 

friend boo  river photo axe  tree mermaid woodcutter 
forest night 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Language structures: Proper nouns 

 
A noun is a naming word. A proper noun is the individual name of 
a person or place, day or month etc. It always begins with a capital 
letter. For example, John Smith, Durban, Monday, February. 

 
Read these sentences. Write them correctly in your classwork book. Fill in the proper 
nouns. 
1. we live near cape town in the western cape.  
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2. is mrs singh a stricter teacher than mr naicker? 

 
3. aunty jo and uncle tom 

went to the kruger park for 
the weekend. 

 

4. most of the houses in long street are 
small. 

 
5. my birthday is on a monday in 

march.  

 

 
6. i can see mars with my telescope. 

 
 
 
 

7. my dog buster likes to play with my cat penny. 

 
8. at the pretoria zoo we saw a gorilla called grumpy.  

 

 
9. this is my brother dumisa and my sister nosipho. 

 

 
10. is youth day on a saturday or a sunday in june? 
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Language structures: Simple  present  tense 

and simple future tense 

You have learned about the simple present tense 
before. It means that something is happening right now. 
For example: He runs. 

 In the simple future tense we talk about something that will still 
happen. We use the word will.  For example: It will rain. 

 
 

Complete the table below using the correct tense. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6 
The cat                                    
on the chair. (to sleep) 

The cat  on 
the chair. 

7 
He  his 
teeth. (to brush) 

He  his 
teeth. 

8 
The man                                   
the bus. (to drive) 

The man                                       
the bus. 

9 
Tumi  
her breakfast. (to eat) 

Tumi  her 
breakfast. 

10 
She  
the kitchen. (to clean) 

She  the 
kitchen. 

 

 

 Simple present tense Simple future tense 

1 
She  to the 
shop. (to walk) 

She  to 
the shop. 

2 
He  in the 
race. (to run) 

He  in 
the race. 

3 
John  in 
the garden. (to play) 

John  in 
the garden. 

4 
The boys                                   
in the sand. (to jump) 

The boys  in 
the sand. 

5 
Granny  
the plates. (to wash) 

Granny  
the plates. 
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Language structures: Choose the correct synonyms 
 
 

A synonym is a word that has nearly the same meaning 
as another word. For example: large/big 

 
 

Look at this list of ten words. Put the correct synonyms together. For 
example: gentle/soft 

 
difficult tiny leave shut  upset  angry over polite small s p e a k 

well-mannered hard close talk  exit above 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


