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Activity 1: Listening and speaking  

Lost in a terrible storm 
      Before listening 

Think about the following questions while your teacher reads the extract: 

Have you ever wondered what it would be on a ship during a terrible storm at sea? How 

would you react? How would your family react? 

Do you think this novel, Swiss family Robinson, will be an interesting story since it was 

written so long ago? 

      Listen as your educator reads an extract from the novel. 

Try to form images of this section in your mind as you listen. 

For many days we had been tempest-tossed. Six times had the darkness closed over a wild and 
terrific scene, and returning light as often brought but renewed distress, for the raging storm 
increased in fury until on the seventh day all hope was lost. We were driven completely out of our 
course; no conjecture could be formed as to our whereabouts.  

The crew had lost heart, and were utterly exhausted by incessant labour. The riven masts had gone 
by the board, leaks had been sprung in every direction, 
and the water, which rushed in, gained upon us rapidly. Instead of reckless oaths, the seamen now 
uttered frantic cries to God for mercy, mingled with strange and often ludicrous vows, to be 
performed should deliverance be granted. Every man on board alternately commended his soul to 
his Creator, and strove to bethink himself of some means of saving his life. 

My heart sank as I looked round upon my family in the midst of these horrors. Our four young sons 
were overpowered by terror. ̀ Dear children,’ said I, ̀ if the Lord will, He can save us even from this 
fearful peril; if not, let us calmly yield our lives into His hand, and think of the joy and blessedness of 
finding ourselves for ever and ever united in that happy home above. Even death is not too bitter, 
when it does not separate those who love one another.’ At these words my weeping wife looked bravely 
up, and, as the boys clustered round her, she began to cheer and encourage them with calm and 
loving words. I rejoiced to see her fortitude, though my heart was ready to break as I gazed on my dear 
ones. 

We knelt down together, one after another praying with deep earnestness and emotion. Fritz, in 
particular, besought help and deliverance for his dear parents and brothers, as though quite 
forgetting himself. Our hearts were soothed by the never- failing comfort of child-like confiding 
prayer, and the horrors of our situation seemed less overwhelming. ̀ Ah,’ thought I, ̀ the Lord will 
hear our prayer! He will help us.’ 
Amid the roar of the thundering waves I suddenly heard the cry of `Land! land!’, while at 
the same instant the ship struck with a frightful shock, which threw everyone to the deck, 
and seemed to threaten her immediate destruction. Dreadful sounds betokened the 
breaking up of the ship, and the roaring waters poured in on all sides. 

Then the voice of the captain was heard above the tumult, shouting, 

`Lower away the boats! We are lost!’ 

`Lost!’ I exclaimed, and the word went like a dagger to my heart; but seeing my children’s 
terror renewed, I composed myself, calling out cheerfully, ̀ Take courage, my boys! We are all 
above water yet. There is the land not far off, let us do our best to reach it. You know God helps 
those that help themselves! Remain with your mother, while I go on deck to see what is best to 
be done now.’ With that, I left them and went on deck. 

Forgetting the passengers, the ship’s company crowded into the lifeboats, and the last 
who entered cut the davit ropes to cast each boat into the sea. What was my horror 
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when through the foam and spray I beheld the last remaining boat leave the ship, the 
last of the seamen spring into her and push off, regardless of my cries                                              
and entreaties that we might be allowed to share their slender chance of preserving their 
lives. My voice was drowned in the howling of the blast, and even had the crew wished it, 
the return of the boat was impossible, for the waves were mountain-high. 

Casting my eyes despairingly around, I became gradually aware that our position was by no 
means hopeless, inasmuch as the stern of the ship containing our cabin was jammed 
between two high rocks, and was partly raised from among the breakers which dashed the 
fore-part to pieces. As the clouds of mist and rain drove past, I could make out, through rents 
in the vaporous curtain, a line of rocky coast, and, rugged as it was, my heart bounded 
towards it as a sign of help in the hour of need. 

Yet the sense of our lonely and forsaken condition weighed heavily upon me as I returned 
to my family, constraining myself to say with a smile, `Courage, dear ones! Although our 
good ship will never sail more, she is so placed that our cabin will remain above water, and 
tomorrow, if the wind and waves abate, I see no reason why we should not be able to get 
ashore.’ 

This adventure novel, called Swiss family Robinson, written by Johann David Wyss in 1907, is a 

famous novel for children that is now free to read on the Internet at https://goo.gl/E9g7C8 

 

After you have listened, answer these questions in the space provided as your educator 

reads them to you: 

a) For how many days did the terrible storm rage before the ship was 

wrecked? (1) 

              ________________________________________________________________________ 

               

b) What false promises did the seamen make to God if he would spare 

their lives? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

c) How did the brave father react when he saw how terrified his family was? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ (4) 

d) How did the crew abandon the family when the ship started to sink?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________(4) 

 

e) Why did the crew not return to help the passengers?  

________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________  (4) 

 

f) Why did the ship not completely sink? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________        (4) 

 

g) How did the father feel that God had helped them?  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________           (2) 

             

h) What two encouragements did the father give his family at the end 

of the extract? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ (4) 

 

After you have listened, write the answers to the following in your workbook: 

a)  The start of any story should always be a hook to get the readers interested in 

continuing to read the story. Did this opening ‘hook’ you? 

b) In a novel the main characters are usually introduced in the opening chapter, and it 

also usually provides the setting and background to the story. There may even be a 

hint of a problem that may arise. Does this introduction follow this pattern? 

c) What do you think happens next? 
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Activity 2: Reading and Viewing  

We    set         off  to   the  island 

Read this section. 

Before you      read: 

a) Skim  the  text  to  see  if  there  are  words  you  do  not  understand  and  discuss them. Look 

up their meanings in a dictionary. 

b) Take  turns  to  read  the   various  roles: the  narrator  and    anyone    else   speaks. 

 

We should have  been  badly  off   

without the shelter of our tent, for  the  night 

proved as cold as the day had been hot,   but 

we managed to sleep  comfortably, every one 

being  thoroughly  fatigued  by the labours of 

the day. The voice of our vigilant cock, which 

as he loudly saluted  the rising moon, was the 

last  sound  I heard at night, roused me  at  

daybreak  , and I then awoke my  wife,  that  in  

the quiet interval while yet our children slept, 

we might ta e counsel together on our 

situation and prospects. It was plain to both of us 

that in the first place, we    should ascertain if 

possible, the fate of our late companions, and then 

examine    into the nature and resources of the 

country on which we were stranded. 

We therefore came to the resolution that, as soon as we had breakfasted, Fritz and I should 

start on an expedition with these objects in view, while my wife remained near our 

landing- place with the three younger boys. 

‘Rouse up, rouse up, my boys,’ cried I, awakening the children cheerfully. ‘Come and help 

your mother to get breakfast ready.’ 

‘As to that,’ said she, smiling, ‘we can but set on the pot, and boil some more   soup!’ 

‘Why! You forget Jac ’s fine lobster!’ replied I. ‘What has become of it, Jack?’   ‘It has been safe 

in this hole in the rock all night, father. You see, I thought as the dogs seem to like good things, 

they might take a fancy to that as well as to the agouti.’ 

‘A very sensible precaution,’ remarked I. ‘I believe even my heedless Jack will   learn wisdom in time. 

It is well the lobster is so large, for we shall want to take part with us on our excursion today.’ 

At the mention of an excursion, the four children were wild with delight, and, capering 

around me, clapped their hands for joy. 

‘Steady there, steady!’ said I, ‘you cannot expect all to go. Such an expedition as     this 

would be too dangerous and fatiguing for you younger ones, and this place   seems 

perfectly safe. Fritz and I will go alone this time, with one of the dogs, leaving the other 

to defend you. Fritz, prepare the guns, and tie up Flora so that she will not follow us.’ 
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A moment later Fritz  tried  to  lay  hold 

of Flora to tie her up, but the dog, 

recollecting the blows she had so 

lately received, began to snarl and 

would not go near him. Turk behaved 

the same, and I found it necessary to 

call with  my  own voice to induce them 

to approach us. Fritz then, in tears,  

entreated  some  biscuit  of his mother, 

declaring that he would rather go 

without the rest of his breakfast to make 

his peace with the dogs. He accordingly 

carried them some biscuit, stroked and 

caressed them, and in every motion 

seemed to ask their pardon. Ass   of all 

animals, without excepting man, the 

dog is least addicted to revenge, and 

at the same time is the most 

sensible of kind usage, Flora instantly 

relented and began to lick the hands 

which fed her; but Turk , who was of a 

more fierce and independent temper, 

still held off, and seemed to lack 

confidence in Fritz’s advances. 

‘Give him a claw of my lobster,’ cried Jack, ‘for I meant to give it to you anyway, 

for your journey.’ 

With that treat, Turk seemed ready to forgive Fritz. We then armed ourselves, each 

taking a gun and a game-bag; Fritz, in addition, sticking a pair of pistols  in his belt, 

and I a small hatchet in mine; breakfast being over, we stowed away the remainder of 

the lobster and some biscuits, with a flask of water, and were  ready for a start. 

‘Stop!’ I exclaimed, ‘we have still left something very important undone.’ ‘Surely     

not,’ said Fritz. 

   ‘Yes,’ said I, ‘we have not yet joined in morning prayer. We are only too ready, amid the cares and      

pleasures of this life, to forget the God to whom we owe all things.’ Then having commended ourselves to   

his protecting care, I took leave of my wife and children, and bidding them not wander far from the boat and 

tent, we parted not without some anxiety on either side, for we knew not what might assail us in this 

unknown region. 

This adventure novel, called Swiss family Robinson, written by Johann David Wyss in 1907, is a 
famous novel for children that is now free to read on the Internet at https://goo.gl/E9g7C8 

Work in your workbook and answer the following questions: 

1. Retell the story in this extract in three to five sentences. 

2. Discuss the different characters and how they must have felt. 

3. Do the characters remind you of anyone that you know? 

4. How do you feel about this story so far? 

5. What do you think happens next? 
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After  you  have      discussed  the        extract  with your parent/s ,answer  these  questions     on 

your own in the space provided. 

1. Why   was everyone really   tired  that  night? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

 

2. Why did the father wake up the mother early the next morning before the 

others  were  awake? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

              

3. What two matters did they need to sort out? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ (4) 

 

4. What   did  the  father  and  mother  decide  should  happen  after  breakfast?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________    

________________________________________________________________________     (4) 

 

5. What  did  the  family  have  for  breakfast? 

_______________________________________________________________________       

_______________________________________________________________________        (1) 

6. What happened when Fritz tried to tie up Flora the dog, and why did this happen? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ (2) 

 

7. How  did  Fritz  resolve  the  situation? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 
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8. How  did  Fritz  get  the  dog, Turk, to  become  friends with  the  family  again? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

 

9. Name  all the items  that  Fritz  and  his  father  took  on  their  expedition. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ (4) 

  

10. What was the final  thing  they  did  before  they  left  and  why? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

 

 

(25 marks) 

 

Look up the meanings of these words in your dictionary. 

fatigued:  

 rouse:  

 prospects:   

resolution:   

relented:     
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Activity 3: Writing and presenting  

Read and write a book review  

Before writing 

Discuss with a friend 

How much do you know about book reviews? When 

did you last read a book review? 

How to write a book review 

Here are some important 
Swiss Family Robinson

 

pointers when writing a 

book review: 

a) In a catchy introduction, a 
question is often asked to 
get the reader interested and 
a quote from the book is 
sometimes given. 

 

b) The summary of the plot 
is told in a few 
sentences without 
giving away important details 
or the endings. 

 
Johann D. Wyss

 

c) Thoughts and opinions about the story are mentioned in the first person (i.e. as the reviewer’s 
opinions). 

 d) The reviewer mentions whether or not the book is worth reading and gives a recommendation in   
stars or a relevant comment. 

e) A book review is written in the present tense. 

 

Read this book review on the novel, Swiss Family Robinson 

The Swiss Family Robinson is a children’s adventure novel by Johann David Wyss, first 
published in 1812. It is a story about a Swiss family shipwrecked in the East Indies en route to 
Port Jackson, Australia. If you like adventure novels you’ll love reading this book. 

It is a beautiful story about survival. The Robinson family, comprising Mr and Mrs Robinson, Fritz, 
Frans, Jack and another child plus two dogs, show that one does not have to have the usual comforts 
of life in order to be comfortable and happy. The family are shipwrecked after a terrible storm 
lasting six days. 

 Everyone else on the ship perishes in the cruel sea when they abandon the Robinsons and desert 
the ship using up all of the life boats. Surprisingly, the storm eventually stops and the family and the 
two dogs make plans to reach the distant shoreline. Mr Robinson and Franz, the eldest son, explore 
the uninhabited island and find it is well provided with food and animals that can be killed for meat.  

They have so many adventures on the island. Johann Wyss wrote the novel to teach his four sons 
about family values, good husbandry, the uses of the natural world and self-reliance and he certainly 
did a good job in this exciting tale. I think this is a well-written, timeless story that every child should 
read at some stage of his life. I give it a rating of five stars. 
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Book reviews often follow a certain format. 

 

How to write a book review 

*Title and author are mentioned 

*A catchy introduction which could include the setting of the story 

*A summary of the plot with mention of the main characters 

*Main themes of the novel 

*Your thoughts about the book 

*Your recommendation 

 

Discuss with your parent/s. 

Does the book review on Swiss family Robinson follow this book review frame? 

Write your  review 

Write a book review of around 150 – 200 words on a novel you have read in your 
independent reading. Remember to use a dictionary to check your spelling. Use the 
writing process for this task: 

a) Plan: Work with someone at home and reflect on the book you want to review. Tell 
the story and give your opinions. 

b) Draft: Follow the frame provided and write your draft. 

c) Revise: Let a friend check your review. Correct any errors. 

d) Edit: Make the corrections needed. Also illustrate your book review with a 
picture you have drawn. 

e) Proofread: Ask a different person to proofread your work and comment on your 
illustration. Make the necessary corrections. 

f) Present: Hand in the final draft to your educator. 
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Activity 4: Language Structure and conventions 

Word division 

Word division is a reading strategy for dividing up words that you find difficult to pronounce into 

smaller known sounds. Rewrite these words with a horizontal line through the part that could 

divide them. 

 

whereabouts  exhausted deliverance 

overpowered earnestness 

Simple past  tense 

Rewrite this extract in the simple past tense. Underline the words you change. 

 
Forgetting the passengers, the ship’s crew crowd into the lifeboats, and cut the ropes that 
cast each boat into the sea. I am horrified when I see the last remaining boat leave the 
ship. I watch as the seamen jump into her and push off. They take no notice of my cries 
as I beg them to take us with them. My voice drowns in the howling of the wind. The 
waves are mountain high and I see the boats overturn and break up in the cruel sea. I 
shudder. 

 

Pronouns 1: Draw a line under each indefinite pronoun and circle each 

demonstrative pronoun 

a) These belong on the shelf next to the adventure novels. 

b) Everyone wishes those would last forever. 

c) This certainly tastes delicious on top of a bed of lettuce. 

d) Somebody made signposts to show us the way to the rugby game. 

e) The instructor gave others an opportunity to voice their opinions. 

 

Pronouns 2: Underline each interrogative pronoun and circle each demonstrative 

pronoun. 

a) Who is the passenger whose briefcase was lost? 

b) There is the pie that Anne bought. 

c) Whom did you say the biography is about? 

d) What crawled up your arm? 

e) Father’s car, which is bright red, is that one across the street. 

 

PRONOUNS 

A demonstrative pronoun takes the place of a noun or pronoun and points 

out a person, a place, a thing, or an idea. There are only four demonstrative 

pronouns – this, that, these and those. 

For example: This is the best meal I have ever had 

 

An interrogative pronoun takes the place of a noun or pronoun and introduces a 

question. There are only five interrogative pronouns – who, whom, whose, what 

and which. 

For example: Which of these is your favourite? 
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An indefinite pronoun refers to a person, a place, a thing, or an idea that may or 

may not be specifically named. They stand in for non-specific nouns such as 

someone, anyone, no-one, anything, everybody etc. 

For example: Nobody at the movie had a good time. 

 

 

1. Make three columns with the headings Interrogative, Demonstrative and 

Indefinite pronouns. Place the following words in the correct column. 

this all nothing  many who
 that which nobody  some whose 
 what  these whom those  several
 many anything 

 

   

   

2. Complete these sentences with pronouns from the word box and state what type of pronoun 

they are after the sentence. For example: Nobody went the show. Indefinite pronoun 

a)    is going right for me today. 

b)    were you talking to on the phone? 

c) The one over there is the cake  Ashley baked. 

d)    is the capital of South Africa? 

e) We don’t have    to eat for             dinner. 

 


