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Democracy – all the people of a country have a right to choose their leader will be. They 

choose by voting for them.  

Voting – Choosing a representative by making a mark on a voting form on a specific day. 

Government – leaders of a country who make and carry out rules and law of the country 

Democracy elections- a free and fair process through which all adults citizens have the right to 

vote 

Citizen – people of a country 

Political party – a group of people who have similar ideas about how a country should be 

run 

Ballot paper – a form given to a voter on which to mark which party they are voting for 

Constitution – laws to protect people’s rights that everyone in the country must obey 

Parliament – the branches of the government responsible for making the laws of the 

country 

Justice – what is fair and correct according to the law 

Justice system – the police and the courts of the law where people are judged 

Rights – things that people are allowed to do or have 

Responsibilities – things that people are expected to do 

Symbol – a picture or an item that stands for something else, or that has a special meaning 

Motto – a phrase or sentence describing an organisation or country’s aims and beliefs 

National anthem – official song of a country, usually sung at important events to show 

respect to a country 
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• Most people didn’t have rights before 1994. SA was not ruled by a government that 

was democratic. 

• Most people were not allowed to vote.  

• Many people didn’t have rights – Apartheid 

 

  

 

 

 

 

• Only whites were allowed to vote. 

• Most people were not free to express their views in the newspapers or on the radio or 

on the TV. 

• There were laws, unfair apartheid laws, which meant you could go to prison if you 

disagreed with the government. 

• People were tortured and forced to leave the country if they disagreed or even killed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Eventually, in 1994, South Africa held its first democratic elections. This meant that all 

adults’ citizens of South Africa now had the right to choose who they wanted as their leader. 
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1. Why can we say that democracy is a government ‘by the people’ and ‘for the people’? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the definition of democracy? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. In what year did the first democratic election take place? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

“a group of people who have similar ideas about how a country should be run”  

• A party that believes the country should be run a certain way.  

• At elections, political parties tell citizens what they will do if they are elected. 

• Citizens vote for individuals that they agree with. 

• Every South African who is 18 years old or older can vote for a political party. 

• Elections are held every 5 years.  

• Anyone who wants to vote must register as a voter.  

• They are given a ballot paper and they make their mark.  

Once voting has ended and counted, the party that gets the most votes wins. 
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The party that wins becomes the ruling party. 

The President appoints people from the ruling party to lead the government. 

“laws to protect people’s rights that everyone in the country must obey” 

• Set of the most important laws of the country.  

• It describes certain rights and responsibilities that people 

have. 

• It states how ‘South Africans’ should treat one another. 

• It states how the government should work. 

• When SA became a democracy in 1994, the country 

needed to write a new constitution to protect the rights 

of everyone. 

• In December 1996 the new constitution was passed. 

• Everyone, including the President, must obey the 

constitution. 

• The constitution cannot be easily be changed by the 

political party in power. 

 

. 

 
 

 

1. What is the definition for ‘political party?’ 



7 
 

 _____________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________ 

2. What do the political parties tell the citizens before the 

election? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

3. How old must you be to be able to vote? 

_________________________________ 

 

4. How many years does a Political party rule for? 

______________________________________ 

5. What is the definition for ‘constitution’? 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

“the branches of the government responsible for making the laws of the country” 

Branch of government Who / what makes up 
this branch 

Function of the branch 

Legislature Parliament They make laws to 
help the country 
better and more 
fairly. 

Executive President, deputy 
president(s) and the 
cabinet (heads of 
various government 
departments such as 
education, health and 
finance departments) 

They are responsible 
for running the 
country and making 
decisions using the 
laws of the country. 

Judiciary The courts of the 
justice system 

They make sure that 
the country’s laws are 
obeyed. 
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     Parliament 

     (two houses) 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Who makes the decisions regarding the laws of the country? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Who makes up the ‘Judiciary’? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What is the definition of parliament? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What are the names of the two houses of parliament? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

National Assembly 

• 350 – 400 members 

• Elected by political parties with 

 more votes have more members of 

 Parliament 

• Makes the law of South Africa 

National Council of Provinces (NCOP) 

• 90 members (10 per province) 

• Appointed by the province 

• Ensures that the provinces are 

 represented when the laws are 

 made for the whole country 


